MND NZ Research Grant Application

Summary Information:
Year: ___________________________
Project title: ________________________________________________
Lead applicant: ________________________________________________
Institution/Organisation: _______________________________________
Date submitted: ________________________________________________
Funding requested (NZD): ________________________________________

Organisational intent:
Motor Neurone Disease New Zealand’s (MND NZ) 2025-2028 Research Strategy is impactful as part of our wider organisational strategy’s key pillars.  
The MND NZ Research Strategy uses a collaborative approach to funding and supporting motor neurone disease (MND) research, with the goal of bringing treatment studies to NZ, supporting policy decisions, improving quality of life, and supporting the discovery of effective therapies and finding a cure.
The why, how and what of this strategy remains strongly aligned to the previous research strategy.
WHY? 	 	High-quality care and support until a cure is found
HOW?		Fund, promote, encourage and translate quality research into action 
WHAT?	Research that benefits our community, develops research capability and is disseminated in a timely way
The strategy acknowledges people with MND and their families/whānau as the key focus of MND NZ’s work and aspirations. Every funding and service allocation decision we make is intended to improve the quality of life and outcomes of that community. Therefore, care for this community is the highest priority whenever we collaborate through funding or partnership in projects and programmes. This extends to research grants as outlined in this application process.
For more information, please read the 2025-2028 Research Strategy.
About this grant:
The MND NZ Research Small Grant supports research and innovation that contributes to improved understanding, treatment, care, support, wellbeing, and outcomes for people affected by MND in New Zealand.
This application form is for small research grants of up to $10,000.
These grants are intended to support:
· Summer studentships
· Health professionals and researchers undertaking postgraduate research related to MND
· Co-funded research opportunities, where appropriate
Funding may be used for course fees, research-related costs, or to support the applicant's time to undertake the research.

Application dates:
With our first grant round occurring in 2026, we are targeting a single round with up to three grants, commencing in October 2026. The round will open on Monday 19 October and close on Friday 27 November. 
We do not accept late applications.
We will advise applicants of the outcome of their application within seven weeks of the closing date.

How to apply:
Complete this application form electronically and submit it by email to admin@mnd.org.nz.
Email subject: Research Grant Application
Applications should demonstrate:
· Relevance to MND and the MND NZ Research Strategy
· Potential benefit for people living with MND and their whānau
· Scientific merit and methodological rigour
· Feasibility and likelihood of successful completion
· Value for money
· Appropriate consideration of equity and inclusion
· Research capability and appropriate supervision
Funding is intended for projects that can demonstrate practical impact, build research capability, or contribute meaningful knowledge relevant to MND.


[image: The image features the logo for Motor Neurone Disease NZ, with a blue abstract design.

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

MND NZ Grants Application 2026		Page 2 of 2

Assessment criteria
Applications will be assessed against the following criteria:
	Criterion
	Indicative Weighting

	Alignment with MND NZ research priorities
	20%

	Potential Benefit and Impact
	20%

	Scientific Merit and Research Quality
	20%

	Feasibility and Project Management
	15%

	Research Team Capability
	10%

	Equity, Accessibility and Inclusion
	10%

	Value for Money
	5%


Projects may also be considered in the context of:
· Portfolio balance across the research programme
· Available funding
· Strategic priorities for the funding round
· Risk profile of the proposal

Section 1: Applicant details
	Lead applicant
	

	Name:

	

	Position:

	

	Organisation:

	

	Postal address:

	

	Email:

	

	Phone:

	


Additional research team members (add rows as required)
	Name
	Organisation
	Role in Project

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Supervisor information
(Required for student researchers or early-career investigators)
	Name:
	

	Position:
	

	Organisation:
	

	Relationship to applicant:
	



Section 2: Project summary
Lay summary (Maximum 250 words)
Provide a plain-language description suitable for publication on the MND NZ website and communications channels.
	









Research abstract (Maximum 300 words)
Provide a concise description of:
· Research question
· Objectives
· Methods
· Expected outputs
· Significance
	










Section 3: Strategic alignment
Relevance and benefits to the MND community (Maximum 500 words)
Describe:
· The problem being addressed
· Why it matters to people living with MND
· The knowledge gap or unmet need
· The expected benefit for individuals, whānau, clinicians, services, or researchers
	










Section 4: Research proposal
Background and rationale (Maximum 750 words)
Provide:
· Current evidence and literature
· Existing knowledge gaps
· Need for the proposed project
· Expected contribution to the field
	








Aim and objectives (max 250 words)
State the overarching aim of the project and list specific objectives
	







Methodology (Maximum 500 words)
Describe:
· Study design
· Participants and recruitment
· Data collection methods
· Analysis methods
	
















Feasibility (Maximum 300 words)
Describe:
· Key project risks
· Mitigation strategies
· Resource availability
· Organisational support
· Likelihood of completing the work within the proposed timeframe
	













Section 5: Potential impact
Anticipated outcomes (Maximum 300 words)
Describe the expected outputs and outcomes.
Examples may include:
· New knowledge
· Improved care approaches
· Improved quality of life
· Development of future research
· Service improvement
· Capacity building
	












Section 6: Equity, accessibility and inclusion
Describe how the project has considered:
Cultural responsiveness
· Relevance to Māori communities
· Partnership and engagement approaches
· Application of Te Tiriti o Waitangi principles where appropriate
Equity considerations
· Accessibility for participants affected by disability
· Inclusion of diverse populations
· Removal of barriers to participation
· Cultural safety
(Overall, maximum 500 words)
	














Section 7: Budget and funding
Funding category (select one):
   ☐   Summer student scholarship (MND NZ will match your university’s standard scholarship rate)
   ☐   Post-graduate fees support. Please specify the course: ______________________________
   ☐   Co-funding contribution
   ☐   Other. Please specify: __________________________________
Funding requested
	Budget item
	Amount requested (NZD)
	Justification

	Personnel
	
	

	Equipment
	
	

	Consumables
	
	

	Travel
	
	

	Participant costs
	
	

	Other
	
	

	Total
	
	


Other funding
List any current or pending funding relevant to this project.
	Funding source
	Amount
	Status

	

	
	

	

	
	




Section 8: Dissemination and knowledge translation
Describe how findings will be shared with:
· Participants
· People living with MND and whānau
· MND NZ
· Health professionals
· Researchers
· Community organisations
Include planned:
· Presentations
· Publications
· Reports – Summary findings will be disseminated in MND newsletter
· Knowledge translation activities
Successful applicants will be required to provide MND NZ with a final report on completion of the project. Applicants should aim to publish findings in a peer-reviewed journal where appropriate to the scale and nature of the project.
(Maximum 250 words)
	













Section 9: Ethics and regulatory requirements
Ethics approval
☐ 	Not required
☐ 	Ethics approval has been obtained
☐ 	Ethics approval will be sought if funded
If applicable, provide:
	Committee name:

	


	Approval number:

	


	Status:
	




Other approvals
List any approvals required for the project:
☐ 	 Iwi consultation
☐ 	 Organisational approval
☐ 	 Data access approval
☐ 	 Other (specify)


Section 10: Conflict of interest declaration
Do any investigators have an actual, potential, or perceived conflict of interest?
☐ 	 No
☐ 	 Yes (please provide details below)
Details:
	








Section 11: Project feasibility declaration
The lead applicant confirms that:
☐ 	 The project can be completed within the proposed timeframe.
☐ 	 Appropriate facilities and resources are available.
☐ 	 Required approvals will be obtained.
☐ 	 The research team has the capability to deliver the proposed work.
☐ 	 Risks have been appropriately identified and managed.


Section 12: Applicant declaration
I declare that:
☐ 	 The information contained in this application is accurate and complete.
☐ 	 All project team members have agreed to be named in this application.
☐ 	 I will comply with all MND NZ grant conditions.
☐ 	 Progress reports will be submitted as required.
☐ 	 A final report will be provided.
☐ 	 MND NZ funding will be acknowledged in publications, presentations and project 			outputs.

Lead applicant signature:	 ___________________________
Date: 				___________________



Reviewer assessment form (Not completed by applicant)
	Criterion
	Score
	Comments

	Alignment with MND priorities
	
	

	Potential impact
	
	

	Scientific merit
	
	

	Feasibility
	
	

	Capability
	
	

	Equity and inclusion
	
	

	Value for money
	
	


Overall Recommendation
☐ 	 Fund
☐ 	 Fund with conditions
☐ 	 Reserve list
☐ 	 Do not fund
Reviewer comments:
	










Reviewer name: ___________________________
Date: ___________________________
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